
 

For 16 years in a row,
Alabama’s First Class Pre-K has been 
ranked #1 in the country for quality.

achievement gap reduction with First Class Pre-K 25%

achievement gap without First Class Pre-K

now saves taxpayers up to in the future.

invested in First Class Pre-K

A $24.4 million
increase would... X 3,726

additional four-year-oldsnew classrooms

help enroll at leastadd at least

We support Governor Ivey’s FY 2024 proposal for a combined $42 million  
increase in state investments in Alabama’s First Class Pre-K program and  

the Alabama Quality STARS Rating and Improvement System for Child Care.  
Alabama Quality STARS directly supports pre-k expansion by helping early care and  

education programs make the improvements needed to become First Class Pre-K providers. 
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We also support the Governor’s request that the Alabama Department of Early Childhood 
Education develop a plan to reach full access to the voluntary First Class Pre-K program (estimated 

at 70 percent of four-year-olds) in Alabama’s 19 highest poverty counties by the fall of 2024. 

Furthermore, we recommend that the Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education create  
a plan and timeline for reaching 70 percent of Alabama’s four-year-olds in First Class Pre-K by 
2026, including plans for addressing obstacles to reaching this goal (such as transportation,  
the need for quality providers and teachers, and facilities). The Alabama School Readiness  

Alliance will continue to partner with the Department to overcome barriers to pre-k expansion. 

First Class Pre-K is working. 
Researchers from UAB and the Public Affairs Research 
Council of Alabama have followed the progress of students 
through eighth grade and found that – regardless of zip code, 
demographics or school – First Class Pre-K graduates are 

But only 9% 

of four-year-olds in 

Alabama have access 

to the program.

invested in high-quality pre-k now saves taxpayers up to in the future.6

Alabama School Readiness Alliance

PRE-K TASK FORCE

Alabama First Class Pre-K alums...
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For 7 years in a row,

1 At the end of their year in First Class Pre-K, students surpass national expectations in vocabulary assessments (Alabama Department of Children’s Affairs, 2011).
2 Last year, 100% of Alabama third graders that attended First Class Pre-K scored proficient in reading (Governor Robert Bentley, State of the State Address, 2014)
3 Governor Robert Bentley, State of the State Address, 2014
4 Public Affairs Research Council of Alabama. The PARCA Perspective, October 2013
5 Committee for Economic Development, The economic promise of investing in high-quality preschool: Using early education to improve economic growth and the fiscal sustainability of states and the nation, 2006.
6 Wat, A. (2007). Dollars and Sense: A Review of Economic Analyses of Pre-K. Pre-K Now, Washington, D.C. 

A $12.8 million
increase would...

As part of its Pre-K Task Force's goal to ensure that all families have access to high-quality, voluntary pre-k within 
the next ten years, the Alabama School Readiness Alliance recommends increasing state investments in 

First Class by $12.8 million. This would bring total First Class Pre-K investments to $41.3 million for FY15.
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2014 RECOMMENDATION

� are ready for kindergarten1

� test proficient in reading2

� have higher attendance rates3

� are less likely to require special education placement3

� are less likely to repeat grades3

Additional research has shown that children 
that attend high-quality pre-k programs are:

+ more likely to graduate

+ more likely to attend college

+ more likely to succeed in the workforce

– less likely to commit a crime

– less likely to rely on social welfare programs5

First Class Pre-K closes 
the achievement gap for 

lower income students by 
an average of 25% 

and by as much as 29%.4

The Pre-K Task Force’s Recommendations are available in their entirety at  
www.alabamaschoolreadiness.org/2023recommendations
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to be chronically absent from school
to be held back a grade
to need special education services
to have a serious disciplinary issue
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THE PROPOSED INVESTMENTS WOULD:
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to a First Class classroom 

in Alabama

That’s only 20%!

increase First Class Pre-K 
access from 45% to

47% 
of the state’s  
four-year-olds

help add 

100 
First Class Pre-K 
classrooms

keep our state on track 
to fully fund Alabama’s 
First Class Pre-K program 
to reach 70 percent of 
four-year-olds by 2026



www.alabamaschoolreadiness.org

Some of the companies and organizations represented on the  
Alabama School Readiness Alliance’s statewide Pre-K Task Force:

For a full list of members, go to www.alabamaschoolreadiness.org/asra-pre-k-task-force-members/
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CONTACT US
Allison Muhlendorf, Executive Director 
P.O. Box 4433, Montgomery, AL 36103 

Phone: (334) 450-1027

amuhlendorf@alabamaschoolreadiness.org
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