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Alabama’s Pre-K Best in Nation
Three Years in a Row
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MONTGOMERY- For the third year in a row, Alabama’s state funded pre-kindergarten program, First Class received a perfect “10” from the National Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER). Alabama and North Carolina are again the only two programs in the nation that received a perfect score on all 10 quality benchmarks in the  State of Preschool: 2008 State Preschool Yearbook.
NIEER collects and disseminates information on the status of America’s early childhood education access, practices, and public opinion. The Yearbook compares state quality standards against a research-based checklist of 10 quality benchmarks related to teacher qualifications, class size, health screenings, and accountability. 
The Alabama Office of School Readiness (OSR) in the Alabama Department of Children’s Affairs is the state agency which administers First Class, Alabama’s acclaimed program. First Class provides voluntary, high quality pre-k to approximately 3,400 four-year-old children in 65 counties across the state. Programs are provided free of charge or at low cost in a variety of settings such as public schools, private child care centers including churches, community centers, Head Start Centers, and colleges and universities. 
This nationally recognized, research based program has seen an increase in funding from the Alabama Legislature over the past three years. However, even with these increases, First Class serves only 6% of the state’s children. Jan Hume, Executive Director of the Alabama School Readiness Alliance said “Our hope this year is to continue the progress that has been made in providing the highest quality, voluntary pre-k for Alabama’s families. We congratulate OSR on this national distinction.” 
Research shows that high-quality pre-K can help improve the educational success of all children, decrease dropout rates and crime and delinquency, and improve economic productivity and health.
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The Alabama School Readiness Alliance (ASRA) is an alliance of the A+ Education Partnership, Alabama Giving, Alabama Partnership for Children  and is funded by Pew Charitable Trusts’ Pew Center on the States Pre-K Now Campaign and members Alabama Giving.  
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